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the editors Chair 
OUR (l'.)VERS, OUr covers seem to be pleasing you - a fact which pleases 
us , OUr novel white cover in Februsry , in which we gave you the pict 
ure of th e Bunter party , was described by Geoff Hockley in New Zealand 
as the finest piece of duplicating he had ever seen. Bob llhi ter •s 
nifty and naughty little cart oon effort in April broUl!ht socie hearty 
chuckles fro111 r eaders. (It has been suggested in sane quarters that 
the youth should bsve had Blakiana , and not C.D. on his blazer badge, 
but we disagree. At school l<len we had th e cane, it didn ' t much 
matter whether it fell across our Blakiana or our Hamil tonian a - it 
hurt US just the same. OUr Head!llaster said it hurt hilll, t oo , but we 
had our doubts . ) 

OUr Lot-0-fun novelty offering in Mey brought happy cOIIl!llents 
from l ots of read ers. This month we bring you a typical Macdonal d 
drawing from th e Gem. The ~ schoolboys heading the page are drawn 
by Warwick Reynolds in his happiest vein . 

Next 1110nth we have a very special tre at for you: OUr cover for 
July i s especially drawn for us by Hr, C. H. Chapman, th e world-f amous 
artist. We feel sure that it is going to delight you all , 

WHO' S V!IO. The Who ' s llho will have reached you by the tillle you read 
these words. Publication was a little later than we had hoped, but 
read ers have been very patient with us , realising that the work in 
connecti on with ssme was very considerable . Thank you all for being 

... ~o. understanding, ........... , •• - .• - ...... ......................... · ............................................................... . 
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SEXTON BLAKE. Every month tre Sexton Blak e Library publishes tip-top 
novel s of the world's greatest detective. We venture to repeat some--_ 
thing we said as l ong ago as last December. Not many of tre heroos of 
our youth are l eft to us , but we st i ll have Billy Bunter and Sexton 
Blake. If we are worth our salt it is up t o every one of us t o support 
than wit h all our miet,t and main . 

THE EDI'fOR 

************** ·********************* 
WANTED: GEHS 313, 315, 316, 319, 320,.3 21, 322, 328, .331, .332, 333, 
338, 339, 340, 356; 358, 359, 376, 385, 386, 387, ,92; 457; 459, 493, 
m, 935, 946, 948, 950, 951, 953, 954, 956, 964, 967, · 968, 970, 976, 
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~ . m ,•,3 ~~ .ffl.~. ~ .~~ 
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22<>-229, 231, 311, 313, 314, 31&-318; 320-322, 325-334, 33&-343, 
345-347, 349, 350, 35}-161, 300, 381, 388-398, 404, 411-415, 418, 428, 
449, 451, 452, 454-456, 459-463, 465, 466, 469-488, 499, 518, 544, 
545, 547-551, 55&-558, 560-566, 568-571, 572, 577, 578, 581, 591, 596-
599. S.O.Ls - 60, 68. 
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THOSE EIIBIVE GIRLS' PL.PERS 

A Peep into the Past By 111 01 G. Lofts 

I was very int eres ted in our Edi tor's comments in the /,pril 
Digest on the rarity of the early girls' pspers, and it is indeed ~ 

• prising that so few are in existen ce today, as many of them hsd long 
tuns - some of over 30 years. 

"The Boy's Friend" which started in 1895 was so successful that 
~ in 1898 the i.malgamnted Press started a sis t er girls' paper entitled 

"Girl• s Best Friend", which, ofter a yaar, was shortened to "Girl• s 
Friend.• The size am fonnat wss very similar t o that of the "Boy's 
Friend" except that the paper was pink, whilo th e "Boy's Friend" was 
green. 

Features in the first issue incll.Jed: Smart hats and pretty 
frocks . Men who make nice lovers, llo!llEll to Copy - Ho. 1. Grace 
Darling. Dreams. A handsome f'4!']re - exercises f or gir l s . Your 
Editor and his girl friends. "Behind the Footlights" by Beatri:.< 
Gwynne. Business f or girls - No. 1, The post-office Telegral/h 
Learner . Plus a long serial story entitled "Utterly Alone" (Anonymous) 

In 1913, the fonnat had not changed a great deal, but s tories 
and authors which cay bring back nos talgic menories were: "Mar/ of 
the Dairy" ; "Sally of our .llley"; "The Girl in the Pink Sun Bonnet•; 
"Told by the Postcan" (a series of stories) ; "Lizzie Lindsay" - the 
adventures of a Scotch las sie in London, 

Authors : Nabel St, John; Effie Scott; Nora Pitt Taylor: 
Willimn E. Groves; Paul a Corri . 

I am not sure what size the "Girl's Friend" finished at , but i t 
did cease at issue No. 1628, dated January 24th, 1931, when it was 
incorporated vi th "Poppy' s Paper.• 

"Girl ' s Reader" ran for more than 600 issues, st arting large 
size in 1900, very similar t o "Girl's Friend" in fome.t and pink 
col our . By 1915 it was of the small "Gem" si?.e with its main st ori es 
as follows: "Elnma Brown of Londcn, the Girl llho Defied the Kaiser"; 
"Queen of the Leundry", Principal author, once again, was th e famous 
"Mabel St . John. • 

(lliitor • s note: Grateful thanks to Bill Lofts for the above most 
fascinating inf omation . Stori es I cen recall personally are "The 
Girl wo Lost her Beauty'' and "The Ghost of Deepdenc Grange• in Girl I s 
Friend: "LU , the Orange Girl" in Girl's Reader; "Pretty and Plain" 
and "Sent to a Reformatory" (both by llabel St . John) in Girl 1s Home. 
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OLD FAVCXJRITES ct! TEi.EVISION 

I. A. Garbin of Rugby vri. tes : "I see another character from 
the old boys ' papers - the Modern Boy thi~ time - has r eached the 
T. V. status. I read the Modern Boy fran Bo . 1 until about 1937, and 
"Biggles " was one of l11Y f avourites. I think it deserves a mentio n in 
Digest , for it is quite an achievement t o ris e from a Boys ' paper to 
t.oe T.V. screen . I can ' t imagine any characters from today ' s mags 
doing so ." 

There is no dcubt that many of our r eaders have gi vm a wann wel 
come to "Biggles" . I t has also been a great pleasure t o see Sherlock 
Holmes on T. V. for several months past . Unfortunately, the Holmes 
stories come on very late in th e evening, but those who have sa crificed 
their beauty sleep have been re118l"ded. These films were origi ni:l]y 
made about twenty years ago, but they wear extre mely well . They ere 
compenten~ly produc ed, and th e only thing one might regr et is th at 
Holmes has been moved out of period. 

Int ent i onally naive, they make most satisfying mt ertainmen t, 
and it is difficult to think of a bett er Holmes than Basil Rathbone. 

Yes, it is a j oy to see old favourites on T.V. Even Dr. Ji.mny 
F.clwards and Mr. Pett i grew remim one irre sist ibly of Dr. Birchemall 
and Hr. Lickham . 

• ****"** * .. 
WANTED: Any issues of MONSTER LIBRARY. C.D. Nos. 1 to 48 , C.D. 
Annuals Nos. 1, 2, 3, 4. Condition must be r easonable . S.P . C. Nos • 
. 1 ... to .. 43_. .... A.,J . SOUT!!WAY, .... P. o .... BOX ... 4, .... BEACONSFIELD, ... c.P .... soU'll! AFfilCA. 
WAIITED: Magnets, Ceo:s and S, O.L's . 
'f:""ii:"""DAVEY, 36, QUEE!l'S ROAD, lff!ITLEY BAY, NORTH' D. 

roR SALE: Union Jack 92 oopies between 1216 and 1531. 1/- each. 
Boys Friend 3d. Lib. Nos. 31, 81, end 132 6/- each. Boys Friend 3d. 
Lib . Nos . 18 , 50, 60, 218 - no backs - 2/6 each. ill plus postage. 
WANTED: ildine Turpins Nos. 77, 78, 80, 150, 124, 148, 165, 166, 167. 
W ..... H . .. CLOtx:H,.) , .. FO!rrHILL l!BOVE, ... SALE, ... CHESHIRE . ......................... _ ..................... - ... 

WOULD COLLECWRS with copies of Popular , Gem, U.J., B.F. Lib, School 
girls 0,., Library, kimly help me wit h dat a for l11Y catalogues. ill 
letters answered. 
A. J. soorHWAY, P .o . BOX 4, BEACONSFIELD, CAPE PROVINCE, OOUTH AFRICl • 

... .. * * * • 



tony 
glynn 

Tacy Glynn - enthlr 
siastio c.D. reader 
and caitributor to 
our pll69S - vri tes 
a colume regular],y 
in "The Irish Ind&
pendent.• Here 1a 
sn extract from sn 
article vbich be 
recently wrote for 
that fanou.s new
paper . 

• • • 
Have you ever wond
ered what happeoed 
to BU],y Bunter, Tan 
Merry, lfelaon Lee, 
and hosts of other 

berces of the fiction of yeste ryear? Well, al thouell most of Uie msp

dnes vbiob carried the adventures of these modem folk-beroas have 

gone, U>e characters live on enshrined in tt,e hearts at those vbo 

thrilled to tmir expl oits in da.ye gone by, and these folk have gathered 

tbaosel vee together int o the Old Boye I Book Club. 
It bas members of all ages in just about every q\18rter of tile 

globe. One of their IIUIDber, by the vey, is Irish actor, Dan 0 1Berlihy , 

vbo bas found fane in Bollyvood. The members of the O.B.B.C. are SS 

youthful-hearted and trien!],y a group at people I 've eom IIC1'088 in a 

long time, They collect copies of t he old msguines featuring tbeil' 

favourites, meet each other in aociel gatherings, discuss vel1-loved 

ohll.rscters and stories , and 8Y8p memories end vievs in the Club1s 

joumal, •col.l&ctcrs• Di&est, • 
Prallinent among nenbers, incidentally, is octogenarian Frenk 

Richards, creator of BU],y Blalter, vbo is still writing Bunter stories -

they have nov achieved the dignity of hard covers - as vell as T.V. 

scripts of Bunter• s adventures, 
Credit for fouaU.ng this singular],y good-<1atuNd brotber-eai

siaterilood ( there are plenty of lady 11mbers) 1a due to en am.able 

Yo~, the late Herbert Leclcenby, '11110 died last autumn aged 

senoi;y . 
The advm.turee of mythical achooboy obaracters, valiant detecthea, 
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and oomic paper characters such as "Weary Willi e and Tired Tim" might 
sound trivial am passing things t o some l ofty-minded f ol.ks . But on 
such a foundation has an internati onal fellovship of Pet er Pan-ish 
people been built up. Those who would soom the hapJU activi tie s of 
the old boys' book collectors mould pause to reflect on too foot that 
if eome of the world •a politicians oould do vhat t he late Mr. Leckenby 
did in the VB:/ of making for a "family" feeling among differmt people , 
the world would be a t!UCh more comfort able place. 

Old copies of the periodicals vhioh contain stories of thai r 
f avourites circulate omong members, who are qui ck t o point out t hat 
sto ri es dealing vi th upstanding heroes 1'ho always played the game, 
never took an unfair advantage , and gave a good 9%8mple in general 
are much superior to the undesirable literature which is all too much 
in evidmce todBY. 

Sey I - many happy years to all >bo remain young at heart. 

(Editor ' s note: Dan O'Herlihy - C.D. supporter, ~iagnet am Gem 
enthusias t, and fsn ous fil.io star, is now appearing in a West End 
cinema in his latest film "A TmRIBLE BEAUl'Y .• See it if you can.) 

*********************************** 

Op a!-cei:!zH.&11Jrr p 8 
~IElt ";.!IT "f;lltr •It ycu don't put t:hat thln& MQ, 1'11 lole 7<:Ar bead 
aga mt the lll)faker we.s £&f rat.her; t:le tlm waa a Sll'lday morntrw before 
0iape1; ..s •that thtna• waa a cow ot the •nar.nei.•. 1be threat, 1n rorcetul, Ellakes
peareflll ~Utb., "88 to knock: r:xr head aglnat tbe side of the ttre place - the 3aa,. 

We were Prlm.titn 11ethodlata, and t!/ rather •• a local preacher. He wa.s also a 1111111 
1'h'I Dant e'Y'eI"Y wcrd he satd, and tree that SUndq morntnc, Iey" Hagnets 'Mlllt mxier
gr"'Ol.mt' as tt were. I read them ln bedi,.at ac:hool, ar at ~ pal '• house, but neTer agai n 
at h<Dt, untn etier IO' tether dted. fflat was tn Narch, 1919. 

fll e aboff tn')ident was recal led TtTldlY t-o 1ff mer::ay b1' a passage tn • nie t1etbodlst 
R~ tor J.irfl 21 ai.. It ,u. ln tbe coli.a, •.u I ,ee It• rltt.en ta" Jam F.pworth. 
lh1er tile headtnc, •Journey lnto the Past• , Hr. ~ remtnt aces a,er the literature 
at bls chtlct,ood, an:I alter menttontnc •Books tor the 8atm.s' and •Tales tor Littl e 
Folks' be goes en: 

·~1qp ntUlf• But soon, (age aboUt eleTefl"ttllla) tbere came the DOmB:nt fllhen In Ulat 
paradisal prclen ot Wonder, 111:11t ot ua Hethodtst children •re rorttdden the trult, of 
t"' '6' tbrM Cl>at attrao tlff tre es . We were not allowed. to read •ffle Hecnet' er •The 
Gd , or the •Bayfs Friend' and we took lb em. home onlJ tnler perll ot tb?lr inst.an, 
oonttsoatlon. · 

WhJ'? I blrfe nner been able to mderstand lllhY they were considered not quit.I rtcti, 
tor u,• tor the IUl" ill were ta tbe Ir mn "81 aa olean and 'flb:lleeome a.a 81'6't.hi,. In tbe 
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11e{son Lee Co{umn 
( C<mducted by JACK WOOD, 328, Stocid:on l.6ne1 Yo:dl:.) 

Several ccmplimentary messages have been received about J:IJ:l 
Cook' • excellent letter fran St. Frank' s last month; we hope to heo.r 
more news fran the old school in due cwrse. Meenllhil e , Charles 
Churchill reau:,es bis recollec t ions of acme noted "singles• in the 
old Nel s on Leo Library. 

FIVE-STARRED SINGLES OF THE NELSON LEE LIBRARY 

No, 31 "The City of Burnis hed Bronze.• By Chas. Cburchill 

Those two popular 81ld likeable charact ers, Lord Dorrimore end 
Umlosi. appeared dozens of times in the Nelson Lee Library , but only 
twice prior to the introduction of St. Frank's . The first time waa 
in No. 105 "The Ivory Seeke;rs• and the second in No. 119 "The Ci\y or 
Burnished Bronze.• A year or two ago I reviewed the former in a C,D, 
Annual, end na11 offer a condenaation of the latter. 

On th e cover is stated "Magnifi cent Detective St ory•. but 
actue.lly there is no detection in it - it is en adventure story. 

Reading it today, of course, one reali ses how 1mprobable tbe 
story is. However, it was written in 1917, llhen tbere were very few 
aeroplane s , no wire l es s , radar and suchlike , and even the Atlantic 
had not been flo"'1. so no doobt it did not seem improbable then . when 
distances !Bd not shrunk to llhat tbey are today, Taking all this in
to account. the s t ory i s interesting and certainly ,ut of the 
ordinary . 

Chapter one opens ri th Nelson Lee and Nipper in the laboratory 
of tbeir Gray's Inn Road abode, Lee busy on en intricate 0%periment. 
To their delight, Dorrie and Umlosi unexpectedly turn up . After 
greetiz>8s have been exchanged, Dorrie infoms Lee that he intends to 
•cart him off to the Libyan desert before a week's out .• Lee at 
first take s thi s as a joke, but Dorrie proceeds to unfold a tale 
llhich. br ie fly, is as follows:-

An old fri end of Dorrie's, Lawrence Mennering, bad, sometime 
previ ously, asked him to join an expedition into the tlesert in 
search of e dead city - The City of Bumished Bronze, Dorrie , being 
unable to accept then, had lost sight of hie friend. Months later 
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he heard that Manne ring bad started out vi th someone else - a Profess or 
Lyle - and that the expedition bad been a failure. Lyle had managed 
to regain ci '1'.ilieation alone, BDnouncing that llannering had died in 
tm des ert. He was fitting out a new expedition to search again for 
the los~ city. Dorrie then heard t'rOII sane Bedouins that they hsd 
seen a mirage in the desert of a smll unlmown oasi s in which was a 
l one white mn. 

Dorrie, who bad takm a dislike to Lyle, became suspicious that 
he bad marooned Mannering in this oasis and was int<nding tc find the 
Bronze City hi.melt, and reap all the glory plus any treasure that 
might be th ere. 

After cruch discussion, Dorrie convinces Lee that there is some
thing in the story and the latter agrees to journey to Egypt vi th 
Dorrie, and endeavour to solve the ,:zystery. 

Chapter two finds the party in Egypt, in the shadow of the great 
pyramid of Ghiz,reh. A caravsn has been organised, consisting of Nelson 
Lee, Dorrie, Nipper, Umloai md twelve Senoussi tribesmen. .l start is 
made and the cara'l'8lt moves off f or the oasis of Saswa, the first objec
tive. Mr. Brooks then gives a very good description of desert travel
ling. Space forbids me repeating any of it here, but it l,s quite con
vincing, as any old hmds of tm Ef#th Anri:, in the last var, would 
concede . 

On arrival at Saave., the party Clllllp down and eight of the 
Senoussi are dismissed, only four I'OOIBining for the rest of the 
j ourney. During the ni8ht, Nipper is avakened end surprises a 
marauder at work in m adjacent tent, which contains their stores. 
However, the intruder takes flight and all seems well, as he was oon
sidered just a sneak-thief. The next day the party sets off into the 
unknown. 

The evening of the fourth day 11 aandstom arrives and Mr. Brooks 
again obliges vi tt, 11 very realistic account of the occurrence . 

After the stonn passoo, Nelson Lee proceeds to apportion drinking 
wate r t o all, snd finds tc his horror ttiat all their remaining eupply 
was poisoned, obviously, now, the work of th e intruder in the stores 
tent at Saawo. The party ttre staggered and realise toot troy will 
never reach the unknown oasis with no water, neither will they be able 
to return to Saawa , n four days ' journey. .lll seems lost! 

Some time passes and then Nelson Lee calls to mind his great 
knowledge of chemistry, and succeeds in restoiing the water to n 
drinkllble state. by 1111ans of adding 11 mineral ao.l t which was in their 
stores , and to the unmeasuresble relief, the danger ie overcome. 
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Next dey, the caravan arrives at the oasis, md f~e ring is dis 
covered . lie is o.lmost delir ious at the sigh t of his rescuers and con
firms thnt it we.s Professor Lyle who caused him to be abandoned in the 
dese rt. 

Ch..~pter five describes the arrival of the party at the City of 
• Burnished Bronze - n dead city, uninhabited for count less ages. All 

dismount in one of t oo b~ squares , but before any other acti on can be 
takm , a crowd of Bedouins pour f ree the semi- ruined buildings and 
succeed in capturing than by force of mrnbers , Tho ttiree white s are 
imprisoned in a bui l ding and e.11 again sooms los t , Umlosi, however, 
turns up trumps, for he recovers from a bl ow which hnd r eme red him 
helpless in t he fight and proceeds to engage in a tremendous battlo ri th 
a dozen Bedouins , \li th his spear flas hi..'lg he e·;entually puts t hen: t o 
flight, and tre n releases his whit e frie nds , liaving previously spotted 
Lyl e going into a tat1ple across t oo square , tre four follow. Lyle 
suddenly appears before then, and on recognition , takes flight . The 
four find hitJ fallen into a.~ undergroun d chamber and stunned by the 
fall , To their great surprise, thi s chamber conteins a vast t reasure 
in the form of precious st ones , They find an inner room, but this 
proves to bo empty. At this mraent the door is slammed by Lyl e , who 
has recovered, end the four are ,;.gain inpriso ned. However, in e very 
few mo:nent s the door is agair. opened and all are vastly relieved t o find 
that their four Senoussi ar e thei r deliverers . Lyle is found l ying dead 
outsid e , having been killed by thes e four, 

Here is tile end of t he adventure. Lawrence Mennering rescued, 
Lyle dead , t he Bronze City discovered and :,, great treasure to be sl'.ar ed, 
We read that 1-:elso n Lee and tappe r decid e that their share shall go to 
too Red Cress , a very deserving cause. 

Once again I can congratul ate fi r. Brooks on a most unusu al Nelso n 
Lee s t ory . 

* •••• · ·* * * * .. * * * i • .• ***** •. * * * * *. * * * * * * * 
HOLIDAY TIME 

Your edi t or will be on holiday at Killarney and by the rough 
Atlantic at Gal way Bay, fo r a fortnight commencing whltsun. If you 
should be writing him during that tim e, your lett er s will be forwarded , 
He will endea vour to drop you a card in rep ly, th ough anyt hing of im-f portance will be held over till the end of his holiday, 

..... ,_ ............................ -.......... _'"_ .................................................... .,_ .. ,,_._.,.. ...................................................... ., .... ., ..... , ......................... .. 



Conducted by JOSEPl!JllE PACK1':AN 
271 Archdale Road, East Dulwicl\1 London, S.E. 22. 

Thanks to a very kiro overseas friend of mine, I am now the lucky 
posses sor of the first eigh t UNION JACK Yvonne Ce.rtier stories. These 
s tories relate how sile succeeds in her vengeance upon eight men invol 
ved in what was kno'.<D as the "Jig-Saw Hin e Swindle". Leter in the yea:r, 
I hope t o write m artic l e on 1his little series f or 'Bl akiana ' . 

further to rr,y remarks concerning the MAILBAG section of the 
Sexton Blske Libra:ry (April Jllald ana), it rney interest "Hartin Thomas• 
and others , to know that too a1001mt of mterial on the ' modern' Blske 
received by me from thet date until now is one short article - appea:ring 
in this iswe - which only just qualifi es for this category ! 

Botti Len md myself wis.o to th8!'-'< the Austral im branch of the 
O.B.B.C. for their kind remarks (Club r eport in Mey issu e of t oo C. D.) 
in regard to Bl aldana and too "Martin Thomas" o.rticle appea:ring in the 
S.B.L . MAILBAG for February. JOSIE PAOOWi 

* • * * * 
CE!fflJRY MAKERS 

(And a few oth er interestin;; statistics) 
By WALTER liEBB 

Instalmmt Fif teen ........... ..Beginning fue Chester Sto ry 

In fue early sumner of 1942 t hose r eaders who numbered Leon 
Kestrel alOOng their favourite subsidiary chersct ers had reason for much 
satisfa ction, for his creat or, Lewis Jackson, made a welcome return to 
th e ranks of Blske writers efter m absence of nearly ten years. A 
debutante that year (118) DELA.'10 AM,S , who came c>J.ong wifu a sto,:y set 
pn the Com ish coast end submit t ed no tiling afterwo.rds, was once married 
to t he Australian'-born authoress Maysi e Greig . March 1943 heralded 
( 119) J OHN PURLEY, a 43 yeBl'-Old Worcester born free-lance journalist, 
another one-story writer, who was followed by yet another solo merchant, 
(120) JOHN SYLVIBTER, a one-time newspaper rep orte r . Plymouth born an:l 
aged 41 , his work can be seen in various volumes of CllOO an:l copies of 
THE THRILLER. A 'fl yeal'-Old son of Lancashire ( 121) JOOEPH STAl-!PIB, 
wrote his first and only Sexton Blake novel two months later . He hsd t 
written his aut obiography, "Less Than The Dust" about ten years pre-

viously'! "'"''N""'"'''"N"N"'" '" ...................... , ... H,•••"""-" '" '"-• '"'""""'"" ""'" ' ................................. .., ................................................ ., •• , ... , .. . 
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One i.ma8ines that the lack of regular contribu tors must have 

occasioned the S.B.L . edit or no lit tl e anxiety, for , due to tba var , 
the mmiber of regular vri ters h&1 been reduced to three - GILBERI' 
CHIBTER, JORN HUNTER end ANTHONY PI.RSO!IS - toe few in number t o 
warrant peace of mind on his part ; so to give the trio much needod 
support , (122) WALTER TYRER and (123) JOID! DRUMJW:ffi were recruited and 
with Lewis J ackson also contrib uti ng at regular intervals t oo S. B.L. 
held it s own in f ace of t oo increasi.'lg difficul t ies of a war which 
showed little sigP.S of oolling to "" end. A new name on th e cover was 
that of (124) PETER MERITON, a nom-<!e-pl ume of John Hunter ' s , whilst 
t hat of (125) RICF.ARD STJJIDISI!, appearing for the first time in Dec
ember, 1944 , was a pseudonym used by Richard Goyne. 

Reading Gilbert Chester 's account of "The Strange Case of the 
Foottilan' s Cri.Joo", just pri or to Chris 1zllas, 1944 , sent our nemori es 
drifting back over the years to the mor e peaceful th i rt ice and recall ed 
Blak e ' s many encounrors with t hat engaging pai r of young cr ooks , 
Gilbert Hale and his pert and :Lt:,pcrt~t wife , Eileen. !!ot for over 
ten years had Blake set eyes on ei t bar of t hem, and then in war-t orn 
London be meets Hale , described now as "a well-dressed, good- looking 
man in tile early f orties .• '!hose of us who read and enjoyed Blake ' s 
tussles wit h t his young pair of audac i ous cro oks must have been 
s tabbed with a feeling of regret that they had bee n al l owed to drop 
out of tile stor i es , fo r, desp i te treir introduct ion , i t was obvious 
t hat the aut hor had no intention of f eaturing them again in leading 
roles as of yore . Hale was in pennanent retirement, living as he 
te r.i:ed it •a humrum and hopel essly bourgeois existen ce , but saf e in 
modera tely comfortable circumstances ." Eil een , putting on weight 
these days , was occupying her t ime by breeding Pekes, which, in vi ew 
of her character as Blake r eaders knew it, was ext r emely difficult to 
believe . Having thus stirred our memor ies in pleasan t cont emplati on 
of pes t expl oits, Gilbert Cheste r thrust the Hales back into final 
and coo:plete retire ment, t ho\l8h himael f remaining in the spotlight 
by virtue of his challenge for the late Andrew lhuTay 1 s positi on as 
th e third highest compil er of Sexton Blake sto r i es . Before the em 
of the year , Cheste r pas sed Murray' s total wiih an aggregate of 166 
sto ri es , of which 91 had been published in 1he S.B.L. leaving him just 
nine short of his c"'1tury for the Lib rary . 

Deat hs, some tragic , though unconnec ted with th e war but of 
sufficient import ance to warrant press cor::unent, occurred towards t he 
end of hos tiliti es , t hereby snapping further links in the chain 
·,clding the old boys • books of too past to t ooir fra,:ile counterparts 
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of th e presmt day. H. A. Hinton, on<rfue editor of th e MJ.GNET, was 
killed in a railway accident in Weybri dge ..... another edit or, f.rthur 
Brooke , la t e of Pearson' s BIG BUJX:Ell', died fl-o,a a heart at tack two 
months ln ter . ... .. . T. C. BRI!XlES, who wrote a fe,r ear l y Blakes , passed 
on 8{!ed 76, ... ... Cross ing the road in Kensington , an old mn was 
knocked down and f atally injured , Pic ked up, he was later id entified es 
being }Ir, E, Le Breton Martin, a journalist ; a t 1he l .. P. he was known 
as "Martin Shaw" and cay have been one of t he early Bl ake cro wd, All 
of which Llllkes sombre rending , yet oth ers wore soon to fo ll ow, including 
Blake writ e rs Crich t on /.!i ln and Maurice B. Dix. 

!lo t fo r two years was t he name of a new writer seen on th e cover 
of the S.B.L .; 1hen, in December 1946, cai:ie the first peace -time 
autho r to be in trod uced . He was ( 126) DIB,X LO!IG. At this poin t i t 
will be as well to giv e the latest statistics which are as f ollow s :-

Gilb ert Ches t er ( 172) ; Anthony Skene ( 124); Lewis Jackso n 
(79) ; Rex Herdinge (64). 

lli th <f7 novel s fo r th e S.B .L. alone , Gilbert Chester , at the age 
of 58, was heeding fa st towacls th e distinc t ion of being only t he 
secon d author t o contribute 100 stor ies fo r t he Library, w. Murrey 
Graydon having achieved the feat nearl y 20 year s previously . ~st 
coinciding with Chester ' s centu ry of S.B .L. novel s came Anthony Sm ne's 
las t story prior to his retire=t, "The Man Who Lost His Msnory", 
published October 194 7 . For the Li brary during an asso c iation la st ing 
just under 27 year s , he contributed 39 novel s , his t otal sggregsm, in 
c l uding the shorter tal es in ". U.J ." and "D.w.• being 125. BBmOus fo r 

hi s cre ation of Zeni th t.>ie .Ubino, the name of Anthony Skene will be 
rerembered for as l ong as th e faoous charscter about which he wrote so 
many humred s of 1housand wocl s . In hi s retirenent t here was consol
ati on in tb , foot th&t Rex Hardinge was now re gularly engaged in turning 
out stories for tbl Libr ary after an absence of fi ve years due to th e 
war; but this was more than offset in February 1949, when Gilb ert 
Cheste r retired from t be fie ld, leaving a gap th at was never adequately 
filled during t he remaining days of the Old Order , 

At 60 years of age , perhaps bl consid ered t hat he had had enough, 
there is no evi ~ e forthcoming to t he effect that his termination was 
anything but vohmtary - though , since it has been s tated tha t bl was 
living in very poor circumstan ces right up to tile ti me of bi s dea th, 
one cannot help but wonder why he did not attempt to reli eve t he burd en 
a littl e by continuing to submit novels f or the Library , -whi ch, no 
doubt, would have been accepted as usual . Born in 1880, he began wri
ting professionally in 1922, his skill in s tory - telling and pl ot con
struction being such t hat for four years he experienced no di ffic ulty 

.,_,,M,-•,.,, ... , .... ,, .. ,_ ,, ........... ... _ .. , ____ .,_,,.,_,, ....................... .. - .... , .. ,, __ ,,_,,_,,, .. -.- ............ _.,.. __ ..,,,,..,,,,, ................ ,, .. - .... , .... , 
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in se ll ing bis w rk, whi ch vas wri t ten from ~ amere Terrace , Paddingto n, 

just of'f too llarTOw Rood , Then , in Sepicl!lber, 1926 , came the firs t 

seve re se t-b ack - th e re je cti on of a 25,<XXJ vord st ory and t he subse

quent neccssi tsJ of i t s revi s i on, an exper i ence without parallel as far 

as hs vas concerned, Whether t his was a U,J , s tory, i s not known, but 

in th ose dnys the length of a sto ry for thnt paper did average that 

nu:nber of words , ard i t cay have been ent itled "'!'he MurwO<.d Kyst ecy", 

a story Chest er is known t o have wri tten , but whic h did not appear -

at any rot e , not under thn t part iouln r titl e. 
The psychol ogi cal eff ect on th e author was di sas tr ous, and pr&

oipitated a severe and prolo J180d at tnok of brain exhnus ti on and de
pres sion induced by soveral years of consi s tent overw rk , the net 
resul t being that he f own writ ing and concentrntion impossib le , nnd 

hlld t o soek res t ard recupe rat i on in th e country . Thnt he l aboured 

under gr eat inconvcnie,ice a t Del amare Terra ce i s prov ed, for auch vas 

the noise and other 41strncti ons in th at neighbourhood that he w"5 
cccpell ed to do all hi s writ ing at night . Sleep in the day being next 
to lJDpossi bl e far the sace re asons , bis honl th beca:ne impaired, to such 

an extent tl. at in order t o dispe l perpetual headaches , and othe r organic 

diso rd ers , oo lu!d to done himsel f as a ""ans of execut ing hi s li tcrory 

commitmmt s . UMer th e ci= stan ces i t must be said that his worl< in 
both tho U.J . am S. B.L. at th~t tim was of a surp ri singly good 

stamard . 
Lfr..e most autp ors who have been '1Ssocia ted wit h the writing of 

Sexton Bl ako stori es , Gilbert Chest er wrote for t he wcmen1s market , 

contri but ing romantic tales t o weeklie s l ike BOWBELIS and fortnigh t ly 

magazines such as the VIOLET I who nlll!:bered amongst i t.s con~r i buto rs 

Bis.loo auth ors which incl llied G. H. Teed, Crichto n Miln , Sidney Drew, 

F. Addington Symonds , Lewis Essex, and one or two others . One of 
Chester ' s f eminine pen-names in th e earl y days was "Agatha HUITay" and 

fo r papers which catered for i,ascul inltast es he 1<as sornetines "Bugh 

Bol ton •, "Clifford Warwick", "Huah J.llerl', "Fr ank Bre.'ldon" and "l.ndrew 

Murrey" , choosing the la tt er as a pseudony,o, perhaps because it was as 

a deputy to th e ill eke auth or of th at actual name that he owed hl.s 
coomienc ... ent as a U.J , writer . As is now ·, ell known, Chester ' s real 

name, which he never used in full as aut hor , was H. H. CLIFFORD GIBBONS, 
and , since he used U,e ll8IOO of Hugh for two of bis pe.'l- naoeS, tha t may 

have been his re nl chris t isn name, 
In th ese columns j ust over tl/0 years s.ao, th e bi rthday of t he 

late G, H, Teed was given as 13th April, 1878 . This inf ormat ion was 

based on fact s suppli ed by Mr. B, W, Twy!lll1I to one of our columnis t s , 
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Bil l Lof ts , But , according to a written 11,anorandum in t he handwriting 
of Gilb ert Chester , Teed was born over eig ht years after this date, as 
the details in tbe forthcoming instalmen t will re veal. 

* • * • * 
SrAR of ........ 

by Keith Chap moo 

"It i s hig h time we saw our hero on the Tele
vis i on screen • ..... " 

So ,Ti tes Nrs . Phil pott, a recent corr espondent 
L"l tro "l1ailbag" section of th e Sexton Blake Library. 
Well, as a matt er of interest, Sexton Blake has in 
fact al ready made en appearanco in this medium. 

On Sunday, 18th August, 1957, at 10 ,5 p.m . 
Associated Televiaicn , the weekerrl I. T, V, programme 
contmctors fo r the London area, tel evised in t heir 
"Film Festival " series t he film "Neet Sextcn Bldce" 
which starred David Ferrar as t he detective and J ohn 
Varley as 'rolker . 

In the "T, V, Times" for that week , the film 
was announced as fo llow s : 

"Sexton Blake inve stiga tes another murder. A 
body is found wn er rubbl e in a lon ely London str eet . 
Strapped iD the wrist i s a portfo l io , and on one of 
t.'1e fingers is a ring of st ran ge Oriental design. 
Who is this man?" 

Mr, Leonard Packman t ells me that besides the 
Sexton Bldce films (one of tre earlies t of which, 
"The Clue of the llax Vesta •, was shown as far back 
as 1914) , there have been seve ral Bldce playa too. 
Mr. Packman recalls "Sexton Blake on the East Coast" 
which was performed in January 1916 at The Cambel'
well Pal ace in South Lorn.on. Another Bl ake play , 
called "Hush Money" is menti oned as having toured 
the provinces, by E. S. Turner in his book, "Boys 
will be Boys", 

.... ... . Sexton Bldce , sta r of Stage, Scr een , 
Redio and Televisio n! 

(In the play "Sexton Blake on the East Coast" th e part of Blakn 
was pla,yed by J ames D.u>can, am t hat of Tinker by Lee Gilbert. Pedro 
portrey ed ... by Himself,. also played .. a..Prominent..,part ..... _These .. detili l s . are 
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SKXTON BLAKE LIBRARY TITLES A!ID AUTIIORS (1st series) 
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N<. 1142 ou, or Reacb «.! the Loll (Pl.-r ) ...... .J,11, Bol>ln 
Ho. 11&.l 'nll' HOU.SI wltb tbe Red !Undl .. . --. - T.c . Wtg:nall 
No. 1 Iii, 'l'be seen, or the lhlller De..,.. 

(Kew, cartac, L.Mlesa) -·· _ ····--·--· A. tl.ln'81' 
:: ;~ : :: !:;..~ ,::...,. ................. w.J, Sarfllld 

ca. Wld<t"'1111) -····-···-·-- -WA cn,doD 
No. 147 'l'be lt' SU1'7 or x.o.4 Uestnl) ...... - ..J. Ll"1• 
No. 1r.a In tho HIC!Dlgl>t Eztnu (l.ealess , 

Kew) ................. ·- ········· . .. ............... A. l1urraY 
11<. 118 T!Jo a .. or his Cllll- .. --·-··· ·w.J. aqrhld 
No. 150 Bis Santa Boncm' u. outer } -·· .1.w. Bobtil 
No. 151 ne lt'•tel7 s.. cc. enn , , Mlle 

JUllt ) ............. _ .. _ .............................. _._ w.w. Sayer 
(Rolftnted 2nd series No. "'2) 

No. 152 '!'be Prt,on,o,Br,eate.ra (Kurtin , 
t..eppernen} . ... ·-· _____ .R. H. Poole 

No. 15.} 'l'be Sec.nt or the Ol ac ter-
(llantucke t ) ... A, 11n<1Y 

11o. 154 BJ til t 'l'lrmo or tho Will 
(Llbon Cre ed) ······---·-------- W.N. C""""'" 

No. 155 Tllo Fallt Alibi (loa trvl ) - · ··· ···· -··· J . LIW!S 
No. 156 n,, Roumih,n Errrar c1en111>) .. ........... . .o,N. Philip. 

No. 157 A Breech or Trust . ............................. ...... w.n. crqdon 

No. 1l8 n,e CUI or tht lhl locharge<I 
llllllawt (La>ataa) ............... _ . ..l, fU'nl1 

No. 159 '!'be Caal or the Nlll-<ll<lert1 Sm ...... .w.n. Gro,doo 

No. 160 lestnt •a Con:spll"801 (JtestNl) ........... .. J. Llwla 
No. 161 Tllo Blad< Opal Hint (l, a,(l e .. ) .... ... ..... A, "'1T8l' 
No. 162 Clps, or cenu e1B17 (B. w1cu,_ ) .11.n. GJ'!l1ll<>n 
Ho. 163 the Secret or t ba f"r'O'ten Ncnb 

(G, Cront, HOdle ~le ) ........... - .W.W. S.,.,. 
(Reprinted 2nd series No. 416) 

Ho. 164 The Colelln cas e, (Cla ire Dol11l1) ..... f ,A. BJmMCIB 

No, 165 The Hidden HesSoCI .. .... ....................... A. ltJIT8Y 

No. 166 'l'be cas. ot the F!ft Herdlanta .. - ...... w,11. Graydon 

No. 167 ftlo Gnat ......... ....................... - .................. L, H, 8rooU 
No. 168 The Cut or th& Clntm s...-

(Lallfless) ...... "M M··········-··-·· ............. -..• A. lt.rl"Q' 
No. 169 The SICNt ot tbe Sis Blaolt Ootl 

(l!d<ll t ""111 ) .. __________ ............. .ll,W. Bqll' 

(Reprinted 2rxl serlu No. ~) 
No, 170 The Artair or the F'a:mll.1 DIMoncSI ........ W. J. Ba,tleld 
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The Han In tbe Grey COWi (Nantucl<et) ................... ...... . ......... ........................ A. -
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c UP co:r1-r.2s-r 
(Last month ' s story in this series was written by Ro~ r Jenkin s of the 

London Club . Here is anothe r entry in this contest . ) 

CHEI:KMATE1 C/JIDE.Y 
By Monty Lowther 

Cardcw of t he Fourth is a decent ono~h fellow, in spite of his 

f\mny litt l e wsys - if you don I t object to his f'Unr.y ti ttle ways. 

Lik e plenty of peop l e who have n ready wit and a fund of re partee , 

ho gets a kick out of mnking a f ool of those who nre not so quick on the 

uptci<e. Ho finds it not nearly so funny whe:i th o tab le s are turned, and 

sC11>0body JIWkcg a fool of him . It ' s a cCIIIIIOn failing with clev er folk . 

How my pal , Tom i\erry, i s the best chap breathing , but he ' s far 

t oo easy - going . He would walk a mile r a ther th an hurt a'lybody ' s 

feelings, which is all very well , but I get ll18d whro I see him only 

sci le whm a fell"" , who isn ' t fit to cle on hiB boots , del~ts in taking 

t he ri se out of him . 
Cardew has the off ensive habit of always calling Tan Merry "Thomas". 

Of course , Tom never seens to mind. Haybe he takes it from whence it 

comes . ill t he S!IDB , i t gets my dBnder up to see that sneering ass 

ma.ldng a fool of Tomy . 
It doesn 't matte r where we ere or what we ' re doing , Cordew will 

barge in gracefully , and call Tooi "Thomas". He will sey "~orning , 

Thoma.s, 11 or "Be caretul, I think we' re shocking Th0Cl8S," or "Of oourse, 
none of us CBn hope to aspire to the high moral code of Tha:ias. " 

A3 you will have gathered , Camew is a bit of n nut. That ' s all 

right , so l ong as he isn ' t an off ensive nut, Hhon he is, I adopt the 

r ole of a nut -crac k er . 
Earl y last •,eek , I was in Stu!y No. 10 with Tom and Manners when 

C&rdew put hi s supercilious smir k round the door . 
He sai d, "Ah, I ' ve found you at hotte, Thomas ,• 
llll!lediately, I gave him a smile of welcome anl. replied: "Yes , 

we 're all here , Ralphie." 
I should ment ion 1hat Cardew' s na"'8 is Ralph, and, personally , I'd 

rather be a Tom than a Ralph, ~ day . 
Cordew l ooked a bi t surprised , but caybe though t t hat his big oars 

hsd deceived him. 
"Pard on "'If intrusion" , he said , lazily , "lret I guessed you might 

have fini shed the list fo :r t he Greyfriars mat ch. Am I dovn to pley, 
Thoma8?11 __ ..,,_,, ,., ___________ .,_ ,,_, ___ .,, ___ ,.,_.,., , .,.,, 
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Before Toe could reply , I vei gbed in with "Yes, Ralphie, we 

couldn ' t lllllll&ge with out our Ralphie in the front lin e.• 
Cardew•s whimsical insolence was a trifle shoken. He sa id, quite 

crossly: " I was speaking u, the cottage l oaf , not the crlll!lb und er t he 
tab l e." His old insouciance ca:i.e back. "Please reli eve cy frantic 
anxiety , Thomas. M I in the Greyf riars fl8C&?" 

The others had cottoned on by this tl.ce . 11.anners grinned 
seremly, and s3id : "Yes, Ralphie, we don' t want to choose you but wo 
think you o"l!bt t o play ." 

EvEI\ 'l'oo ro se to the occasion . He said : "'!ou •ro in 1 Ralphie . 
So's Levison !" 

I added , bl andly , "Dcn't forgot to give Levison the good news , 
Ralphi e . " 

Cardew didn ' t s tey t o express his t hanks . The door sl.a!lllled quite 
violently as he t ook his departure . 

Just before the bell rang for tiffin the next !!IOrni1J€, ve ve re 
sum.ding in the quad , chatti ng with the esng from Stmy 6, vh<n Cerdew 
butted in . 

He said , nonchalan tly : "I crave a word vi th Thomas. I have had 
the misfortune to bag lines from Lathoo, so I shnll be a littl e l ate 
for pract ice on Little Side . llhile you, Taccas , are urging othe r more 
energetic youths to wallow in t he cm, I sh!.11 be scraping away indust
riously with cy pen ." 

Tom l1erry l ooked cross . 
"Must you bag l ines llhen you know we ' ve got tc practice every 

possib l e minute to be in f on:, for GreyfriarS? " he demanded. 
- Card.av s igh od . "Ilea ·culpa", lie s6id . "For give me, Thomas.• 

The,u, thiogs liappen •• 
That ' s all right, Ralphie , • I ssid , breezi ly . 
Curdew glared at me, and Arthur Augustus jW!l"ed his monocl e in 

his eye, and su.-vei•ed mo in surp r i se . 
"\lh&t did you call Cardew, Lovtbah?" he asked. 
"ile call s Tm , Thomas, so I cal l ~ Ralphie . It ' s his n11:1e, 

isn ' t i t? His i,aiden name!" I explai ned. 
"Bai jove , t hat ' s vewy funnay," Arthur Aueustus cackled like a 

bm . "Yaas , it ' s certainly his name. How vewy fllnnay ! Don' t you see 
the joke, Walphie? " 

"The only ljoke I can see i s a glas-yed tailo r ' s dllCll!IY," 
snapped Card.av. He tumed on hi s heel and s trod e away , 

"Rule Ralphie, • called out Blake. 
Card.cw was obviously get ting a bit rattled , and I t hcught ho 

mi8bt think t-dce betore be tried the "Tbaoa.s s t.mt again . But the 
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little cor.iedy wnsn • t qui to over . 

We licked Greyfriars on llednesday , and ofter the gnmc we were in 
the changing-room when Rai l ton crune in . Rail ton is our Hounemoator. 
and he t.:ikos n big interest in junior spor t s . Ho spoko to Toe. 

"Congratulations , Merry ! Your t 03lll put up a fine show. I hope 
you will bo as successf'Ul with your other fixtures thi s season . " 

.. Thank you, sir 11 said Tom. "I 'vo got a grand t nom, and Wynn is 
n trojan in gonl . • 

"Thomas is too aodest , sir " re::iari<ed Card ew, sweelly. "Leader
shi p iB th e Cl8in factor for any side, and T'nanas is such an inspired 
l eade r, A model, i f I may sey so." 

"Sir , " I put in , with equol ""e etncss , "didn ' t you think that 
Ral phie was superb on the ,ing? So fl ee t , so li ssom. " 

There wns a suppressed chortle 8!DOng t he fellows , Card....- reddened . 
"tlhom?" asked Railton, in astcnisl'ment . 
"Excuse me, si r, " I said , wit h feigned confusion . "I meant Cardew 

sir . We coll him Ralphie," 
"You do nothing of the sort , " hissed Cardev . 
"Well , we ll, it see:, s a stupid name, but neve r mind , " Rail ton 

smiled, "You certainly did very well , Ralphie - I mem Cardew. You 
are a silly boy , Lowther . You ore even ge tt ing me mued up. " 

He left the chan&ing - rooc , clruckling to himself , '8 soon as he 
had gone , t here was a burst of l.su;lhter fran the fellows , and Card ow 
stomp ed aneriJ.y out . 

Tha t was nearly a week Of!P, and Cordew hasn 't called Tom "Thomas" 
since , Tom Merry grins , but says it was " too bad " tc make a chap look 
an ass like that . That • s Toe all over . 

If there ' s a morol to this sto ry, it ' s 1his . If a sill y ass tries 
to make you look n sil lY as s , just make sure to show everybody th at he's 
a si ll ier ass than you are . It pays in tm 10118 run . 

•••••••• •• • •••• ••••••••••••••••••••• 
Result of 

" T"tlREE YEARS~TROVSERY" 
CONT!m. 

The bost entry in this contest wns reoe i vod froc Mrs. V. Nicholls, 
44 Grosven or Plece , Leeds, to wmm a book prize hns been sm t • 

• • • • • 
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Sext on Blake Today 
NDt S.B.L. 1s REVIt".'ED BY llALTm l/EBB 

MAY, 1960 

The Angry Night (No, 451) .... . .... .......... -...................... ___ ... II. Howard Baker 

This was one of t he saddest assignmm ts <Ner to come Bl ake t s way 
during the war, For he !:let Nigel, his scapegrace brother, again. 
Nigel ' s mi sdemeanours hBd wrought havoc in t he proud heart of his father, 

Dr. Barcl ay Blake , who would have 
wished fo r noihing othe r than th at 

llITCH-!IUliT; (No. 452l..__ ........ 

his career should have run pare ll el 
with t hat of his el der bro th er 
Sexton , But the criminal kink in 
Nigel was too strong ; his will to 
combat i t too weak . Little good 
comes f rom war , but it t ook one 
to br ing to tre surface that in 
Ni gel . The campaign in Buma. 
There, as nn agent far Crai ll e, he 
played a hero I s part and died in 
Japanese hands after discovering 
a gigantic plot against th e 
British . Sexton Blake to ok ihe 
t orch f r om his derul broth er and 
successful l y completed Ni€el' s 
ass ignment. 

The epil ogue descri bing 
the closing scene between Blake 
and his fathe r is both brief and 
moving , 

Rllti ng ____ .. ... .Yer, good 

* * • * • 
Desmond Reid 

A supersti t ion - ri dden village in Bucki~amshire is th e scene 
of Bl ake ' s l atest case. The prillllUj' cause for this is t he pres ence 
Ell!IOngst its inhabi tonts of Yvonne Esdale , th e young and beautiful wife 
of Col onel Henry Esdcue, an eld erly ex-amy officer . She is l ooked 
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upon as u Yitch , and is openly declared to be one by a villager ni ck
nar.ted 'Si mpl e Simon' . When thi s che.roc tc r plungo s to hi s doat !: dOYn 
a di s-used well in a thunder stom , sho is ro i;nrd cd as till cause . 

The th e1,e of crooks plcying on t he supers titi ous fears of sicp l e 
country folk to fe ather their nests is not new, but the author has dono 
n sa tisf acto ry job with his materfal. 

The case starts a t tho foot of th o green slopes of the Chiltern 
lii lls , and ends in the grey and chilly wate rs of th e Engli sh Channel. 

Rating ·---·-··--............. _ •• _________ .Good 

••• 
GE:IIBAL COl~ TARY 

COVIBS: 

Two sharply contrasted covers thi s month, both well drown. 
MAILBJ.G: 

Martin Themas has been throwing IOOny brickbats lately . In th o 
direction of Blakiana mostly. Now, n l..:ly corre spondent tosses ono 
back at hill . J.nd, by all accounts , has ro{listered a dircct ,,.hi t ; fo r 
she poi?\ts cut a c,ajo r error in his latest novel , "Bred to Kill.• In 
foot , ;.;.'..Il.Jll.G t: .is oont h features !lr . Thocias very promnently. He l-cs 
two l e tt ers , one in ea ch volUtle, in r el a tion t o th e recent controv er sy 
and Bill loft s menti ons him in n l ette r headed "Fair ploy". 

Did tho cover of th o April C.D. portreying a schoolcn s ter " etl.l.;.'18 
a lob el S, B.L . wh!!cking a schoolboy with the l e tter s C. D. en the bad€e 
of his bl o.zor give n stric tly accurate int erpr et ati on of th e auth orl! 
ori tici ro ? Should "Blold.an n" have boon substituted for till l et ters 
C. D.? In cy opini on , Bob Whiter ' s illustrati on wns quite correct. 
For , surely, if you condemn th o nrc hncol ogi cal, you condocn it ooo
pl ote ly ard absolutely? I s n pin.s:-oovorcd UNIC!i JJ,.CK any lo ss nnti que 
than a Red :w; 11ET? Dincus si ons on t hose roro issues , subs titut e auth ors 
and tho mcri t s of J .1;. Pent olo w when wonri. 'V, th o r..nntlo of "Frank 
Richards " ar c no l oss nrc!lnoological in out l ook th3Il anything th at has 
appelU' ed in BL:JUJ.."IJ., md nl t hough , as Bill Loft s ro::-.=1'.s, th e autho r 
did not include HA!ULTOliIA in his scath ing co:r.r:,onts, tho bullets which 
Struck BLIJ{IANJ. ricoche t ed on t o it , and , to a l ess or ext ent on th o 
N .L. f eature as well . 

CONl !ENl': 

Wrot directs edi torial. policy? Should an editor publi sh wlult he 
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thinks his readers obould digest, or vhllt they vent t o oonSIID0? Would 
Ill! editor, faced vi th an ovel'-vh el.ming ma.jori ty wanting the old BJ.akB, 
be likely to tum his back on them and substitut e the nev far the bene
fit of the minority? To put it anoth er vay. Would the editor of the 
S,B.L, faced vi th ttie same ai tun ti on in reverse, be likely to bow to 
ttie viahee of th> d:\ehards !l'ld revert to t he old Blake again? . The 
hesdache llhich VllS S.B.L 'a is nov BLAKil~~;.•s, 

• • • • • 
SEX'l'(ll BLAKE HITS 'IEE mm.ngs 

The newspapers gave big headlin es to ttie part vbich a famaus 
Sexton Blak e author played in t he capture of a convict 1lho escaped 
fro n Dlll"bnoor, Rex llardinge, n pri m favourite 8t!Ong the most out
stmding Blake vri t ere, bas a vri ting hideaway at Bachelor• s Hall, 
Princetown, about a mile fro o tlJl prioon , He vas l!lllking tea in tba 
kitchen llhen be spotted tlJl clue: his breakfast ingredients bad 
vanished , 

"I knov Sexton Blake would have done a ll aorta of marvellous 
things," said Mr, llardinge, "but I just put on ey coat and ran to the 
authorities, That's the best thing-f or anybody to do,• 

The police found the oonvict - an Italian - in a copse near the 
Sexton Blake author I s oottage, 

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
CIIA!IGE OF ADDRElS 

ROBERT V. STORY is nov pemanently re si ding at 70, Berwick Avenue, 
TOROOTO, 7, Ontari o , CANADA. 

• • • • • 
ADVFJ!TISE IN THE DIGEST 

Scal e of Charges: Small sdvertiaanents are inserted in this magazine 
at 1d, per word. Serial nuobers count e.s C!iE vord, 

Advertisemen ts in t he Annual cost 2d. per vord, serial n1&1bers 
counting as one word. 

Special quotations givan for full-page di splays, 

• • • • • 
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Thia Wonderful 
New Book 

NOW ON SALE! 

HAMILTONIANA 
Gms or IWIILTOlllANA 

"J. gentleman's a gmtleman in any 
walk of l ife,• said Bunter. "I'm no 
snob, I hope. Fellows of reslly good 
famili es never aro. J. man named Carlyle 
said once tmt ttlere was an endless 
dignity in labour.• 

"Lookers-on see most of the game" 
r00>arked Skinner. "Re never did any.• .... 

Prout, majestic ae be vas, had 
more lateral thm verticsl development. 
Re vas tell sideways. ··~ 

Coker vas bi.8, 111d he vas burly, 
an!. he was bee f y. Coker could have 
handled tv o Goslings 988ily, coe with 
each band. But Coker bad a proper 
respect for age - and he ,ras not going 
to hit Gosling, unle ss Gosling insisted 
upon it. • • • 

(More t o COID8) 

••••• 
LET'S BE CONTROVERSUL 

(This month, temporarily, Eric Fayne by-passes controversy and glances 
back to the beginning of the Rsmilton sto i:y, J.s usual, he will weloome 
your views on the topic he discussee.) 

No, 391 lWX TO THE BIDINIIING 

lliwardian volumes of PLUCK • alee entrancing browsing ground, an!. 
PLUCK, canprising 36 J>8811S (llagnet size) for 1d was vonder1'ul. value far 
money. '!'be bill of fare consisted of two long complete stories 
( usually a schoo l story and another of adventure ar detective voncl 
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plus a serial am an Editor's page. '!'he m0st prolific artis t in its 
pages in 1906 seems to have been Shields, whose work at that time was 
promising if not outstanding, but there is ample evidence of Clari<, 
Dodsoon, Cummings am Macdonald. Print was fairly .... 11. 

One wonders what type of r eaders were entranced wi 1n PLUCX. 
~ School boys 1n their early teens, probably . Educati on of th e masses 

is supposed to have been bad in those deys, but eviden tly large numbers 
were taught to read . Pl enty ofteenagers today seem incapable of rending . 
So much for the education of the Sixties . 

The eerliest scoool story by Charl es Hamiltcn I can find i s 
"Pledged to Silence", which appeared in ttie Spring of 1906, There
after his school tales featured fairly regularly in PWCK, unt il the 
st . Jim' s series began towards t he end of the year , 

A striking feature of the early Hamilt on school yarns is t hnt 
they related the adventures of seniors - tho fifth and six t h fo:nns. 
Even ttio St, Jim' s stories in PLmK told of the f etd between Kildare 
and Monteith of the Sixth , and dwelt on rivalry between masters , It 
was not until the Gill started that Char l es Hamilton concentrated on 
the adventures of junior school boys. 

"Pledged to Sil ence" was no great shakes of a story , though even 
as far back as 1906, t here was that magic readabl e quality which bae 
been th e main factor of Charlos Hamilt on' s writing down the years. The 
notable point about th! yarn is the amount of grown it cover s in a 
dozen chapters , 

The uncle of Jim Romayne has kidn apped Kit Clavering , a South 
African lad who was on his we.y to Northmoor School . Jim i s sent 1o 
Northmoor Ullder th e name of Kit Clavering , On the l ast stage of his 
journey, he rescues Rail ton, Captain of the School, from drowning , 
taking that familiar dive from the bridge to save the exhausted Cap
tain. it the school, he is placed in the Fifth Fom, shares a Study 
with Owen Redfern, and makes an enemy of Wharton, the cad of the 
Fifth. There :is a big crick et match against St. Olaf's and the new 
boy proves himself t o be a "RBnji, a C.B. Fry and a Y. G. all rolled 
into one. • Finally, he admits his uncl e to rob the school, Whartan 
brings about his exposure and at th e finish the father of Rail too 
becomes his guardian, wd sends Jim t o another school, We are told 
that Jim never saw his uncle again , 

A pl easant, readab l e story, wit h !.nevi table l oose ends , One is 
struck by t !E plot wastage, a factor which was to be evidmt fo r a 
m.m,ber of years in ttie Gem and the Magnet, Twel ve years l a tar the 
pl ot of "Pl._. to Silence" would have covered a serie s of at least 
six stories . ... -....... --............ ~ .... ,_. , ....... _ .. _ .. , ........................ ,- ............ ~,-... ,-.......... _, ............................... ,- ... .,,., ...... ,.,,. .. .., .. ,,,..,,,,,,,,.,.,,. 



·--- ·--···- ··· .... - ·--· ···· .. ·-· ··""'""" 186----··- ·- · """""""_" ___ ___ ............... .. 
Thia tale was illustrated by llacdooald - a f page rustic scene 

of the type 1n mic h Mac excelled, showing the boy gazing dawn into 
the ws ter from the bridge. · 

.t. fortnight later ca,e another &mil ton story, "Sent to Coventry" 
set at Rookwood College. Rupert Glyn is the school captain, George 
Vingate of the sixth is th e hero, trn CIIUSe of the trouble i s TOIIIIIY 41 
Trimble. 

S!:>, 1n 1906, we find George Wingate 1n the sixth at Rookvood 
Coll ege , in 1 '117 we find George W:l.ngate captain of Clavering, in 1900 
n George W:l.ngate is captain of Greyfrinrs. We have oomnented before 
on this inexplicable repetition of names • 

.l fav weeks later our auth or offered a story of lleltboipe School, 
"The Hnstor of the Fi£th," snd, later still, "The L)llldal o First• whidi 
had a sub-title "From Fi£th Fom to Football Le68Ue." 

In mid-November came "Jack Blak e of St . Jim's" - perllspa, fo r 
Hamiltonians, the most fmous story <Ner written, though few have read 
it . The editor announced that St. Jim's vould appear at fo~tly 
intervals. 

The following is a complete list of tlr St , Jim's stories 'llhich 
appeared in PLUCK: 

1. ,!ack Blake of St, Jim 1s; 2, Our Captain; :5. Tbe Rivals; 
4. The Swell of St, Jim's; 5. Staunch Chums of St , Jim's ; 6. The 
Milverton l!stch; 7. The Mystery of the Housemaste r; 8. Mutiny at 
St , Jim's; 9 . Missing; 10. The Misadventures of Ma:msduke; 11. 
The Reformation of Marmaduke; 12, The Shadow of s Secret. 

Towards the end, the St, Jim I s stories were appearing 1n PLUCX 
at int ervals of three weeks - and, beside PLUCX on the bookatslls , lay 
a pape r called the GD!, Some time before the series finished in PLUCK, 
Tom Merry was going strong 11 t Clavering , 

Nov, in PLUCK, Charles Hamilt on had a serial running, "The Rivals 
of St, Kit ' s" and Jack North's Vycli1'fe series replaced St. Jim's. Mlq
be some readers wondered vhat IBd happened to St. Jim 's . .t.t the end of 
June, 1'117, the Editor printed a Special Note: "The fanoua Jack Bloke, 
Au8ustus and Fiafns & Co. are now appearing in the GEM, price one 
halfpenny, every Thursday," Jaa< Blake had been eclipsed - and St, 
Jim's had sai d farewell to Pluck . 

!!any of the PLUCK St, Jim's stories vere re-written 111d published 
several years latar in the Gem, The tvo stories introducing Marmaduke 
SJ,.ythe were re-printed in the early Penny Popul ar. Mannaduke featured 
in one or tvo nev Gem stories, but he soon dropped into oblivion • 

• • • • * 
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<XJNTROVIBSIAL IDIOES 

No. 37, CLICHE 

BASIL ADAM •• I sincerely believe ve have l ost a great deal vitl:! tbe 
disappe8l'8roe of the stocy vith a good moral tono. Granted , some of 

• the stories at the beginning of t m cmtury 1f.e;f have been SClllg and 
sentimental, but at least they di d not make a cult of brutality as 
oany pre sen t day authors do. 

l 

lie live in an age of violence, cynicism and the coll?'908t ca ter
ialism, and this is reflected in the li tereture that floods out b\i.ook
stalls tods,y. The moral outl ook of too nation cwmot be vecy brigh t 
vhm one hears on so many lips the cliche "I couldn I t care le ss", and 
eoooth-faced politicians mouthing "Ve have never Md it so good." 
Unless wo return to spiritual values, "Pl ay t ho Gane" vill never again 
be the theme in our books , ond t !Xl notion will be that much poore r. 

I took the hi8h ideals of the Magnet frr granted; I think th e 
Gee ideals were cade retber more obvious , that is al l. 
E. V. l!tl)l!ES . Mey I ss,y how much I enjo yed the article "Cliche", 
adding that I agree with evecy word of i t. 

DOI WE!lSI'ER. Cliche is a vord I ab!Xlr. You remark "the nation never 
had tbings 90 good , " but I caintain t he youth to toda.r •never had 
t hings 90 bad" in the weeldy litereture line. No Gem or Magnet to 
teach t he~ a moral code. Recentl y I visited the plafin8 fiel ds of my 
youth - hardly a cricket tem pla.}'ing there, and only a few football 
team. The. open ai r seel!IB a thing of the past ; T.V. hs8 taken over . 
Life has t oo much to offer the youth of today . "Pls,y the Gane" - i t is 
never educated how to do this . ile could do with a fe~ more Mr. Quelch ' s 
in our school s today - md more home disc ipline . 
V. 'lllURllai . I hope it ' s not just cd.ddle-aged reacti on that causes me 
to fim i:zyself in vecy close 88I"'BDent with ywr articl e "Cliche ". 
Recently I saw the file "I'm ill Right , Jack " and f ound it a vecy 
di sturl>ing ca:u:,mtary on modem lif e . In this week' s John-0-.London's 
Weekly tbe le ader vri ter rather joins us in depl oring t he modem lsei< 
of interest in reading . 
BEN WHITIB. I t is disturbing to seo the declino of Honour Briet,t in 
tlli s •never had t hings so good" age. To the older gmeretions tb e 
successful Vest End show "Fings .lin I t Vot 'Ibey Used To Bo" sums up 
t he declin e of all the ethics ment i oned in Rudyard Kiplings immortal 
poem "If u! 
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GEOFFfilrr 1/ILDE, I heartily agree with your nmnrl<s on cont<Dporaiy 
cl iche and the loss codern youth has ruffered in th e passing of the 
old tags. I believe, th ough, that the whole code of "playing the 
gace " suffered its death-blow l ong before the boys • papers ceased 
publicati on , or indeed before many bad reached their zenith. The 
First World liar killed it, as it killed s o much in our civilisation , 
partly because 1 ts 1nhumlln slaughter made mockery of all ideals and 
partly because it to ok such dreadful toll of the Public School pro
duct who t ried to live up to then. "True Bl ue" ond "Honour Brigh t" 
were cliches frequently heard in Cl(IIIS and Magnets of the inter-11ar 
years, but they al.reedy represented a mode of conduct observed only 
by the few. 

Now with another war to l ook back on and a Welfare State that 
emphasises purely material prosperity, we have dropped tho pretence . 
We "couldn't care l ess. " 

HARRY BROOml. I think you have hit thl nail on t he head again . You 
echo my own santimmts . So far as the yout h of the world is con
cerned , the word "honour" hardly seems to exist . The literature 
which is available for thEm to buy hardly helps. 'l'he trouble is that 
money is to o easi.J.,y obtained, end life is to o easy for modern youth. 
The days you mention - the golden dajlS of the boys ' papers - vere a 
time wben lligland's influence was f elt all over the world, and, 
though a lot of people are socially better off today, I doubt if the 
world in general was any the worse off in those deys. 

G:OOOOE SELLAl6. "Pl ay up, Play up am Play the Game" touched a 
ch ord in my menory. I must have learn ed that poem by Sir Henry New
bol t when I vas at schoo l, md forgotten all but tm tag . Those 
words, am "Honour Bright" have a special meoning for me, and if 
peop l e and nations lived up t o them, everything would be calmer and 
bri ghter . Charles Hamil ton I s i.oJoortal characters helped me, and 
t housands like me, to "Play the Game" through ttie years • 

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
c~ a~ tntlnltel.7 1110N1 tnt erea tlrcl TM tnterdtctt on did not, ot 
course, achieve Its object, and Tom Merry, 81111 Btl'lter and the Nit or that raaca.117 
crew becaaa cu- dearer trlends because we oOUld onl.J' oeet t.b• Jn •eret. 9'tnlnle -
and &cod - to Ultnk that the cenJu., 1lflo oonjtred tbet mgtc Ya"ld ot erertrtan In to 
belnl ,o lone 910, It'. Frank Rtohards, ts stUl happllY wtth ua. 

Nut wec .. Remember w s.o. P.? 
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OLD " BOYS/ BOOJ(C~UB 
ta?ING H!lD APRIL 25th, 1960, 

1'be illness of Jolln Tocllnaon prevtnt.ed t.be attenciance or t.be two Burton mmbers 
and apologies ,-ere also to hand from. Wtn Partr Jc&ge , ttrs. BroM, Ted Deny flDd Rat 
Bemett. HattrallY a rath er am.11 clrcle of enttms tuts met In •No. 9' StudY Sor lbe 
last tl lE before cxrt'itlg to our ne" club rom In Edmnd Street. NeT&rtbel aa:s, we hope 
thne IIIHlbers &lone with olbers, wlll tum up tor next meeu,_, Nq 30th , Mllch ts Ille 
A. G.tt. Get well, Jol':rl r. 

We had a mixture or I t ems fer this agerxSa, Ha111:1ltona, Blaklaoa and a iaJ.Jt bY 
Norman oregOl"J' on the Ut e ot G. A. Benty. 'nM! Hcpllton item was a quit or twelw 
cre1tr 1an ques tions by Jack Corbett, won by Toll Porter wltll etnen COl"l"ect. 'J'hQ 
l ibrary rarne was M>n by 11adge Corbett 'llho was delighted t o rece lTe a Schoolg lrl..S 
Annual wl tb Horcove st.cr i es. Nc:inrnn ane UI e very Interesting descrlp ll on or Che 
Ute and ·#Ofk or Georae Alfred Rent,. Born near CW>rldCe In 1832, educated at Win
chester and Cal:Dl'ldge , b t s exper ience as a war eOl'ffapondent In tbe: Crt maa war was of 
gN:cat Tal.ue to hlm fi n 111rUlng his ruzierous war st<.ries. These were mlnl1 pUbUsbed 
by Blackie a'ld Son, Ulough the IIIX'.lern (abr idged) nrs t oM are bf Caut ll. s end othe rs . 
Hent.y ..as one tflll:! ecUtor- ot t h! origin.al lli foo Jact and bad sto ri es print.id 1n bolb 
•C?mm• and tbe •s .o.P. • . Re d ied tn 1892 ard bis btograiilY waa M"ltten bY ht s Tet7 
close t r t end , anoUler tamouzi autbor or boys storie s - George Han1'1lle Feoo. An 
lntere st tf@ Sid ,ery m::h appreci a ted talk by the TNasure r . 

Tom Port er tben started a di scussion - do we get too aJCh sexton Bl ab no"3da,s1 
'?here were Yarlous responses to thi s and speet al ment ion was co:Se tbat tn cont.re.at t.o 
Hamll ton am Brook.s, there were hlncJreds or ,rtt ers or Sexton Blake yarns r.nd ln coo
.sequence the yarns were mere varied c11d ecrta tn l.y were not • N.!pee.ted" t.1• onc1 \ lae 
qa ln. FollOJflng th is t.here 111165 a Magnet reading by George CbBUMl:1. 

§UlilAY• 8th !',IT, J:,60 

It was good to see al l ib& NgUJar f aces at th is meett~. A spec ial wel come " "" 
gtYen t.o Pnt W t ey by UJQ Chalrm111. Hr. La.ttey • one ot our oldest and llk>S\ eai.eemed 
members, has not. been Able to a ttend recent 111;etlngs throU&h Jl l-bealth. Pa t, Jn a 
tew well--d!Olen words, thanked those ~rs "'ho had vtalted h i m and kept b1a supplted 
wttll Old Boys • Boou . A short dlscu.s a ton on t he Cre,trtars CUp Cccl)etlt lon foll owed 
and It was d~lded tba t tour or five tEd>ers should pNpare thre e ator tes, so tbe7 can 
be dt seussod at a tuta.a-e data. 

A Tery tine t.e."11 ~tz was &hen g11'en by f'rank. case , 1n 'lltildl r.e had to looaie 
thlrt)' street.a bear!~ tll.e names of characters trom the Nelson Lee, Nagnet and c-. 
This waa won bf Bill Windsor's team, lltlo beat~ Webster• s team by aennteen pofn '8 
io t~ en. 

Another Old Bo15• Sook QJlz "8S presented by Doo Websiar. Here n had t.o t.l e 
~ s!x sertes ot popular ~ es wtth boy' s names, 1,e. yau can•t see ibe wood rcr 
u-ees. Answer •r orres t• or as an alternatln • F\111,,oo<P. 'tbt s was "°n by Cecrge 
Riley with blne Point, t oll.-4 b7 Bill Wlndaor lllt.h e ight point.a. 

Tea em 11tr81'7 bl.Illness tollo•d am the last p.:i.rt or the ewn tng "8.S deTOt.ed • .,,,,.N,,N_il,,....,_,..,_,._,,..,.,.,,.,. __ ,, ... .,,.., ... _.., ... ___ ,,,, .. ,,..., ... __ ..... ,.,,.,...,.,,_,,_,.., .. ,,. .. ,,. .......... •••U'INW, 



......................................... _ .................................... - ........... 190····· • ............................................. - .................. ---· ······ 
io a qu.tr. by Frank tnwln. Here we had to tackle t nenty rt..-e questi ons , aeaUng rtel n)Jr 
,rUh the Ramllton schools. This was won again by Oeorge Riley wt th twentJ Clle correct. 
8111 Windsor toll ov.\.d "Ith twenty oon-ect. Altogeth er a very fln e n!ettng wit h all the 
regular JDBmbers present . 

Next meeting - ei.cept tor the writer Mo wtll be on hoUday - Whit Buooay, June 5th 
6.30 p.m. .tw,,. 

14th HAY at 239: ffTDE PAtU( RO&p. 

seventeen meut>ers present wt th regu lar Jack Wood absent on his Annual Tis t t io 
He.it>ley. We were p l ease<! to welcome Cll tt Beardsell back t o th e fold after a lon& 
absence . 

Geotr Wild e thanked 8111 WUltar.r.son tcr his wcrk as Chairman onr tm past year and 
sa id how Tei,' pleased he was t o s et th e Gre)'tr t ars CU:, on th e table on bis first meett,_ 
88 Cbat.rcan. 

Tbe mtm1tes , n-easurer•s and Librarian's repcrts were deal t wtth together ,rnb a 
most tnterest tna amoW'lt ot cornspondence. nie Creytrtars CUp Contest tor 1960 es then 
dlso.u.,sed an1 our bu01lng authors promi sed t o get down to work aaaln. 

ffl8 blgtllght or tM s eventrc was th e beglMlng or the reAdl~t •fll e Boy Wtthout 
a Name•. As ycu all know - a HJ&ttclltre :ram Md one or Charles Hu:tllton' s beat . our 
reoder tor this tlOfl\h was Oeort Wilde and he reall.Y mde the characters Un. Next month 
Breeze Bentley ls to carry cm t2)e aood wort . 

Arter refreshnents Fr8M Hancock gan us tmat be sa id was a blc e ea.,y qutr.J Olr 
u.sual Qulz wtMer Bill WUltamso n wu first agatn, t d lowed c1osel.y by Cercy Allison and 
Breeze Bentley. ror ,d.Mln& , Bi ll ls to provide ua wtth th e next quiz. 

R. HOOOSOO - Ron. Seereta:7 

~ 

Winter put In a nry .sudden appearance on F'r'lda.Y, May 6Ul, bUt Club OJa:bera tourd 
the meet i ng at Cahlll•s Restaurant ware and friendly ns alwoys. 

Hain toptc or con"V'ersa ttoo. ~nsi dinner was belrc served was t he fi rs t editi on or 
the cJ.~ aagnzlne. 1hadt.s to t.bc i..itlrtng etrorts of SJd SQ)'th, our Chairman, No. 1 of 
the •tolden Bours liag02t ne- has been procklced, and oent>ers were loud In their praise of 
t.he at.erltng wortt done ,bl' all cct1eerne<1 In the proauctt on. A wtde tt el d or Int erests Is 
covered, ar.:t It ts boped that the high standard or articl es will be mtntalned tn tutuN 
issu es . Arr, f olk l'tl.o ?.ould like to have a copy tor their collection 'rYf1 obta in 88lrl8 by 
eontactllc: Hr. 8DCYt,h direct at 1, Brendon Street, Clovell.y. 1be co s t ta Li/0 {English) 
• per copy {post tre e). 

When a letter from Ben Whiter was passed round, D!ct>ers e:ipressed the Ir apprec ta t Ion 
ot his Interest on their behalf In oonnectton "Ith the list ot ttaenet titles, Md are n°" 
l oolclJli tonrard to tbe earl.Y arrival ot this valuable addition to tbelr oollee tton. 

NaturaU,y, the Blake enthusiasts were anxious tor Ole latest news on til e Hortin 
1bllcEs controversy. As yet. we have not had the opportunity t o reoo Len's rept;y pub
lished 1n the azrrent S..B.L. ' s, Wt we tlfte thi s opportuni ty ot contlmtnc our support 
or Jo.al e Paclaoan 000 her sple ncltd wont In Blaklana. 

Aa alwiors , 'Che aci>ers spent a. pl ea:unt ttr.e browstns through •1be Fot!)orn9 • Our 
Uulnka t o Frank 1.hllln tor keeping WI up t.o date "'tb all the ne"s ln sich en lnteresttng -· ror oui- Hamilton enUDJstasts there was a news, l etter from Ron Hod&son with tnter-
esttne det a ils or the Creytrlars Cup. 1banks for the excellent descr tptton, Ron. our 

'"""'"Of'OHO"O""'""'"""''"'"'"' " ' """''"""""°'''""f""''"'"_.,.._..,,.,,.,_, ,,,. ,, .. ., .... , ...... .. , .. -,. ... ,., .... ,., .... .., ...... , ...... ,, ..... ............ - .. , .. .,.., .. ,,., .. ,.,,,.,,.,.,.., , ...... .. 
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Clbap1 ban a flrT clear p1ctuN ot t.bl1 r.am tropbJ now - and CIUI" ecricrac.ul8'101"1,1 t.o 
)'OU personallJ tor 70ur ar t1clt 1n tbe •coldtn Bour, Nacoztne• ICllcb • t eel Will be 
lll'Htl7 llll(Old. . , 

'Wanted' li st.a "'" tbl!tl paned round, end som brisk b811:alnl WIN ' s&ruc* -
trlendl7 rela t lOMhlpa ..,.. .....,,tol>ll- t>tron, lht ,.,,11111 lil'Olte 111> at 8 • .lO •1111 1bo ,.,,,.rs lootl0& ronooni I<> tbe nui c•~toc•t.ber -.Ud r<r Jme 10II>. Ti ll 1111n. 
cbeerto t.o all ar trtems In Enc~ rroa tlll IIIIDrl •DomJ lb:ler.• 

B. PA'lt - lecN tarl'. 

1htr-e 1111 oo l.ondon ••t"- ID ltQ. n.. next ••illll will be btld at }5, w-... 
Road, 1A7t<>Mtone. {Bost: R. CodsaTt) . De.ta - an:ta,, June 19th. 1111 .kl]J' meettnc 
will bl b&ld at &ioolltor- MOUl8, BUrbtton on July t7t.b. 

111:u: BENJA11111 ............................................ 
1)ours Sincerely 

11c~ 18'nlOIIT on·1!1W1l I notice 10u on prtntlnc - or tbt tn1r1 .. rar 
e ~ st. lllll st not wtlbl,_ In ~ WI)' i o ctttnGt from the tn"1, tn ibe Klrctl. 

Digest , 1 reel that an e1TOr baa been Oftrlooked. Tou mmttoo, In 7Wt' noc. ac. &be a, 
that eea::r l es ot tta,nl t aeries art NT l'ftd , tut ant lta&4111nt In Ult 1i«7 11 1nocrr.toc., 
Tit: •Pr<>Ut• a •tuclr !lad Ito -rk 1ntl rt l7 "'"""....S alter belllll patnlod bJ lllo 
secret society. • 

In tact , Proui ... u,trc c.-, Loct.t•a etudr dllrtQI bt, l,ffpCnl'J retcn a, Bead., n 
It was thla st udy "1lob wu palnted ln the Slbret SOC1etJ aer 1e1. 

(Vernm-!1111111 wu ...,er ft l7 hot on sptal'.lqi Ille truth. i.. t• a 1- - ~ loll 
dl acon rtd 1111 -pi ton end gow blo 111. • ro.) 

~~ri)..,.;. ~~ .. c:i: ... ~~:.::-1.=..~~:-;. ':':e:'!:~1:..S"=. 
I han tft r •t. 
~.WJW"icn ~ :1~ ~tr:;~ ~i: .~ =•:!".:.::; ~ "; =~ 
ttr bll ablUty and 11n1ua. I •rely aent1onld. a fl.llt>er of scbool atcr l u Chat be 
1hen • pleuurt. ''lbe 81111 , Veabell'• s tc17 ot JG'T"(J9, ta Otr"lalnll sents..alal. IX& 
arei, that la no detect ln a .,tcrT. ii ' tar-• Jerea, at C'rale• and ' 0e.1'1d Bl atai•, bc:*b. 
art delllhttul Jlffll, bul>blllll wttl> bm>r (bar can ..,,-- poul b17 call - -lu1 7) 
am 11rln.en w1Cb an lnttmie bdfledp of pul)llo Nbool lit e. I wca.ld wlll"-17 Gt lo 
r11 list or r ...... 1,.., ' Tiit Fllt.11 Fon, at St. oa.tnle' .. , oflldl 111'. llrb7 JQltl7 lft1 111. 

I libl1*. lbese CIOIIPU'IIOn& betwNa dtrfeNll\ IU&hora are lrrt'l dl OUI. We OMI a deb\. 
to all ot llft for coolrlbut Inc I<> tbt ..,..,-al om or bapplness. What - II ma&tor 
Diller Warren Bell 11 superi or t o CmbJ Badlth, (JI" Oarl ea l amtlton 11 bnier &ban bolh? 
PersonallJ', I l on tba all . · 
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P. W. ~ IVllllblOJ) Wba& I Gllllk 11 allltng Qleoe don f1'>II oll Ille Bloke ,.... 11 

Jfeo~ t.t.nen Bl*' and tll*ff. Tbta father md. aoa att.acmlnt w a atn t.trtll 
tn Ille old don, lo& ltu ... ,.,.., ... •lH, •rtnco atn•• - 11111 .. 1c1 to bot• 

~~= .':°':1.:i~;: ..:--..,:.i:1~ ~~~o::,.cnlr ~=~::.=· :. 
.,._ ta tnnlu.abl• M> 1rl\8N tn u•utns a.tr td"k. 

Jo g!t'::=~= ~:~ ~~=-: :ncun: ~~!.,~=,:,..~i:ub• 
s.o.P . , flle C.,talll 111<1 t.111 - ..... ,.,. ranu uio uiect or dl-•lcn or 11 ...... , 
at tbl Clubl• and 1 lblnk lt a pltJ that mob tint J)Ubllcattona, 'lt!.ldl ban pla,ed a Plft 
tn IIIOU14tng lbt CllanO,.n or ..,.,. - bQrl, are oo bodl7 M1l 1e<ec1. It I• noo rcr Illa 
leek of l:hlit JNll)ffW, e tlber, tor..,.. &ban Cftl coll~ bu a ttoe collectlon <11:b .. , 
boob. 

en •• 1m11a17 tl>a& • mall l'fft .. u. -·or .... ,. ror pnr errld on1o1u. 
Readen• tait.tra, boWl'ftl", ei;:naatnc lbelr oplnlcr111 <11 ..C.lolea, IN .,.i wuwi,
wetcOllld at Ulla ortlce. ED. ) 

~ (ll!Ol'dl - Rtellll'dl bu dcna _.. rar uio Toatll or 11111 eount.r, - all 
~ clubl 111<1 oraanlaatlcno put toctlbtr . It II hlCb U• tllat bll 1terl1,w ll<rt 
cloom &bl ,. .. lboUl4 bo NC-Oll11Hd. 

I ,.__. cnee botng -Id In -.,..1 bY a 1lonl lq - ..,.lbtr tlllN •• a IIClbool
bOF ez.tattrc at GN:rf'l"l81"'1 ec:bool bJ &be nama ot..,.,... W'II· tr m, hid I ewr at btd 

1" - - 111&& I Mt btn nor, - 111 U. "°"'"'• 
~ (Dublin) 'lbt COftr and ocntanta or &bl 1111 Di gest ...,. abl0lffll7 !M'Dll 

Jt:l!.!llUBI! (9-Qml _, C<ur•• 11-lolt tn Ula lac.It -r - doe• net -lo 
~"' ili11&11<1. Wbo, at 1onc 111&, bu ....,,. Coar to spell? 

~.'M1~::.= 1 .. ·~~::"=.~:--~ ~""~.::.. ':: :"'i!: In 
th a 01 ... , " ' "" ..ilb pen -.tcbla of all UM old r .... oarscu - 8arrt" llllnon. Tm Nln7, 
"°•• .:1 ot oount, Che &NM 8111 bmNlt. llex&m Blab. \Ila$ ll>ola a pSOllre of Bllkl, 
Tl-r, Pedro 111<1 th. -11 In &bis ,. .... , Arnlal ? 

fi'!'21P~:? 1:!:0J~': ;!' ... ~:!~ ~td;:~:rn·,:,:~: .!:! .. 
1CISClb r.n fro9 Narcb 191124 C.Sll ltlrctl 19'l.5, .-CS &be NOCn1 _..,., of 6 Ja,u H ftnJ.lmd 1ta7 
911>, t!IIIS. n. 111, i- or au 11u a pll* _.. ·- .. nlllr 111a, t1111 - e111 i.
t11ue •owt.rw t o tack of 1q>p<r\.• 

In nplJ too.,.,. A1lJ.1on, •o~ , .- Bluebill' .., a popular Boer w.- .on, - U. 
"Tl__,. or tllll _...,_ 

(km'al relden haft all o - 111 ti. ..,... 1nr.....s1on. - :,ou Ill, El>. ) 

.. .. . . ... . . . . .. 
STJIILEf SIII'm - Chanp of address:- "Chantry Grove", Hadleigh Road, 

Ipsvich, Suffolk:. Telephone - Ipswich 51873 
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